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Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 
the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany H. R. 885] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 885) for the relief of Heinrich Von'Biel, Margarethe Von Biel, 
and Doris Schumann, having considered the same, reports favorably 
thereon without amendment and recommends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to grant the status of permanent residence 
in the United States to Heinrich Von Biel, his wife Margarethe, and 
his stepdaughter Doris Schumann. The bill provides for appropriate 
quota deductions and for the payment of the required visa fees and 
head taxes. 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiaries of;the bill are natives and citizens of Germany 
who last entered the United States in 1950, the father as a govern- 
ment official and his wife and stepdaughter as visitors. Mr. Von 
Biel was ‘chief of the shipping section, German Mission (ECA). Mr. 
Von Biel resigned his position as of December 31, 1951, and is now 
employed by the United States Lines Co. in New York. He was 
drafted into the German Army and stated that in 1944 he participated 
in the uprising against Hitler for which he was imprisoned, stripped of 
his rank, and placed in the trenches as a private. His home in Ger- 
many is in that part of the country which is dominated by the Rus- 
sians. He has one minor son in this country who is a United States 
citizen and who is attending Cornell University. 
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A letter dated April 16, 1951, to the chairman of the Committee on 
the Judiciary of the House of Representatives from the Deputy At- 
torney General with reference to the case reads as follows: 


s Apri 16, 1951. 
Hon. EMANUEL CELLER, 


Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Mr. Cnarrman: This is in response to your request for the views of 
the Department of Justice relative to the bill (H. R. 885) for the relief of Heinrich 
Von Biel, Margarethe Von Biel, and Doris Schumann, aliens. 

The bill would provide that Heinrich Von Biel, Margarethe Von Biel, and 
Doris Schumann shall be considered to have been lawfully admitted to the United 
States for permanent residence as of the date of its enactment upon payment of 
the required visa fee and head tax. It would also direct the Secretary of State 
to instruct the quota-control officer to deduct three numbers from the appro- 
priate quota for the first year that such quota is available. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that the aliens are natives and citizens of Germany, Heinrich Von Biehl 
having been born on September 4, 1898, in Wichmannsdorf, Germany, his wife, 
Margarethe, having been born on May 19, 1908, in Cross-Graben, Silesia, and his 
stepdaughter, Doris Schumann, having been born in Waldenburg, Silesia, Ger- 
many, on July 19, 1932. Mr. Von Biel was last admitted to the United States 
at the port of New York on October 1, 1950, pursuant to section 3 (1) of the 
Immigration Act of 1924 for the duration of his status as a representative of the 
German Government. His wife and stepdaughter were admitted at the port of 
New York on April 13, 1950, and on March 23, 1950, respectively, under section 
3 (2) of the Immigration Act of 1924, the wife until October 12, 1950, and the 
daughter until September 22, 1950. Mr. Von Biel has not terminated his status 
as chief of the shipping section, German mission (ECA). He stated that during 
July or August 1950 he decided that he would not care to return to Germany 
and that he has been promised a position in the United States if and when his 
present position terminates. 

The files further revea! that after completing his schooling, Heinrich Von Biel 
served with the German Army during World War I, and subsequently was em- 
ployed by the Hamburg-American Steamship Lines from 1920 until 1933. He 
indicated that while so employed he was transferred to the New York office of the 
company in November 1929, that he came to this country in possession of a 
quota-immigration visa and that he did not return to Germany until the spring of 
1932. It appears that the alien took over the operation of his father’s farm until 
1939, when he was drafted into the German Army. He testified that on July 20, 
1944, he was arrested for participation in the uprising against Hitler, was im- 
prisoned, stripped of his rank, and placed in the trenches as a private. At the 
end of World War II, he was made mayor of the city of Wismar, Germany, later 
moved to Luebeck, Germany, and subsequently was appointed as custodian of the 
property of the Grand Duke of Oldenburg in Rastebed, Germany. In December 
of 1949 he was appointed to his present position and left for the United States. 
Except for one business trip to Frankfort, Germany, he has resided here since that 
time. 

It appears that Mr. Von Biel’s first marriage ended in divorce in 1946. Three 
children were born of that marriage, the oldest of whom is residing in Hamburg, 
Germany, the second child is a permanent resident of the United States, and the 
third child, Andreas Von Biel, born on February 22, 1932, is a citizen of the 
United States attending Cornell University. Mr. Von Biel stated that he was a 
member of the Nazi Party from July 1933 until July 20, 1944, that he married 
his present wife in 1946, and that he has two brothers and a sister residing in 
Germany. 

The record indicates that Margarethe Von Biel and her daughter, Doris Schu- 
mann, had resided in Germany all their lives unti! their departure for the United 
States. It appears that Mrs. Von Biel’s first marriage was terminated by divorce 
in 1941 or 1942, that she has never been emploved, and that she is supported 
entirely by her husband. 

The quota for Germany to which these aliens are chargeable is oversubscribed 
and quota immigration visas are not readily obtainable. The record fails to 
present any facts, however, which would justify granting them a preference over 
the other aliens abroad who desire to come to this country for permanent resi- 
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dence. Moreover, Mr. Von Biel is in the United States indefinitely under section 
3 (1) of the Immigration Act of 1924 as a representative of the German Govern- 
ment. Unless he terminates his present employment, he is not in a deportable 
status. . 

Accordingly, the Department of Justice is unable to recommend enactment of 
the measure. 

Yours sincerely, 
Peyton Forp, 
Deputy Attorney General. 


Congressman Dewey Short, the author of the bill, has submitted to 
the chairman of the Senate Committee on the Judiciary additional 


information in support of the bill, which information reads in part 
as follows: 
CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
House oF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, D. C., March 24, 1962. 
Hon. Par McCarran, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
United States Senate. 


My Dear Mr. CHarrman: On March 18, 1952, the House passed H. R. 885, a 
bill introduced by me for the relief of Heinrich von Biel, Margarethe von Biel, and 
Doris Schumann. The House report includes a letter from the Deputy Attorney 
General, dated April 16, 1951, but does not include subsequent developments. 

At the time this legislation was introduced the Von Biels were not in a deportable 
status. Mr. von Biel was Chief of the Shipping Section of the German ECA 
Mission, but had been officially, though informally, advised that his duties might 
terminate at any time, as soon as the shipments for Germany could again be 
handled by commercial channels. 

Late in 1951, Mr. von Biel was given an opportunity to resign voluntarily or 
have his services terminated. Mr. von Biel resigned, effective December 31, 1951. 
As a result he lost his status as a treaty trader, and is now subject to deportation. 

Since the termination of his employment with the German Shipping Mission, 
Mr. von Biel has taken employment with the United States Lines Co., 1 Broadway, 
New York. He is an expert in ocean-freight traffic, and officials of that company 
inform me that he has been well known by them for many years; that his wide 
shipping experience in the United States and in Europe will be of great value to 
the American merchant marine. They are most anxious to be able to offer him a 
permanent position as soon as his immigration status can be adjusted to that of a 
legally resident alien. 

I am enclosing a statement by Mr. von Biel and also information about his 
character and anti-Nazi activities even at the height of the Nazi regime of Hitler. 

You will note that Mr. von Biel was a member of the group which tried to 
eliminate Hitler in 1944, for which he was stripped of his officer’s rank, reduced 
to a private, and given front-line trench duty. 

Mr. von Biel is, for all practical purposes, a stateless person. While he could 
probably return to the western zone of Germany, notwithstanding the termina- 
tion of his services with that Government, he has no means of livelihood, since all 
of his contacts and business associations are in Mecklenburg, which is in the 
Russian zone. He has stated to me that he definitely cannot return to his former 
home estate in Mecklenburg; besides being deprived of all his property, first by 
the German SS and later by the Russians, he would immediately face imprison- 
ment or death, because of his cooperation with the Western Powers; that all of the 
men who worked with him from May 1945 to the end of June 1945 in the city of 
Wismar, are imprisoned by the Russians or have been sent to Siberia. 

Mrs. von Biel and her daughter Doris Schumann arrived in this country on 
visitors’ visas. When they left Germany early in 1950, it was not definitely 
decided whether they would be entitled to a Government official visa. Upon 
application to the State Department, their visas were changed to Government 
official visas. As both were born in Silesia, which is now Russian-Polish territory, 
the family cannot return to that place without fear of persecution, imprisonment, 
or death. Neither of them has ever been a member of the Nazi Party nor con- 
nected in any way with that organization. 

The son of Mr. von Biel, who attends Cornell University is a minor, and is an 
American citizen, entirely dependent upon his father for support. 
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Mr. von Biel is well known by reliable American citizens in the shipping business, 
and can provide further information with respect to his character, integrity, and 
his ability to support himself, his wife and her daughter, if you so desire. 

I shall appreciate your favorable consideration of H. R. 885. 

Sincerely yours, 
Dewey Snort, 
Member of Congress. 


Marcu 24, 1952. 


I, Heinrich von Biel, do solerhnly swear that I entered the United States of 
America on January 12, 1950, on an official visa, to serve as chief of the shipping 
section of the German ECA Mission, Washington, D, C.; ; 

That I was relieved from my official duties on December 31, 1951, and am now 
in a deportable status, and while the record will show that I resigned of my own 
volition, the German Mission had received instructions via cable to serve notice 
that my services would terminate on December 31, 1951, unless I voluntarily 
resigned; 

That I cannot return to my home state in Germany which is Mecklenburg, as 
this part of Germany is now under Russian-communistic control. All my prop- 
erty, with the exception of some furniture, was taken by the Russians. To return 
there would mean immediate imprisonment or death. All of the men who worked 
with me from May 1945 until the end of June 1945 in the city of Wismar are 
——_ by the Russians or have been sent to Siberia; 

‘hat my wife Margarethe von Biel and her daughter Doris Schumann, came 
to this country to be with me and were granted official visas, and they too are in 
a deportable status at this time; 

That we cannot return to my wife’s former home in Silesia because it is now 
Russian-Polish territory; 

That I have one minor son, who is an American citizen now attending Cornell 
University who is entirely dependent upon me for support; 

That I am presently temporarily employed by the United States Lines Co., 
New York, as special assistant to the vice president of the freight department. 
and that it is my belief and information that if my status can be adjusted to that 
of a legally resident alien, I will be able to continue employment with the United 
States Lines Co.; 

That this affidavit is made in support of H. R. 885, which has passed the House 
of Representatives and is now pending before the Senate Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

HEINRICH VON BIEL. 

Sworn to before me this 24th day of March 1952. 


[sEaL] Water J. Diez, 
Notary Public, State of New York. 
Commission expires March 30, 1953. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (H. R. 885) should be enacted. 


O 








